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same choice options that others have
back home. I thank the gentlewoman
for having yielded this time to me.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Chairman, I yield
21⁄2 minutes to the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. SMITH).

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Chair-
man, I want to thank my good friend
for yielding this time to me and con-
gratulate him on his courage in em-
bracing this important human rights
issue. Let me begin by noting that I
have the utmost respect for my friends
on the other side of this issue, but in
all honesty I continue to struggle with
how so many bright and otherwise en-
lightened people can continue to de-
mand a course of action that literally
kills children and emotionally wounds
so many of their mothers.

As my colleagues know, the national
debate on partial-birth abortion has
demonstrated beyond any reasonable
doubt that abortion is violence against
children. Can our friends on the other
side of this issue not appreciate the in-
herent cruelty towards babies in sanc-
tioning the stabbing to death of a par-
tially born child followed by the
suctioning of his or her brains and then
calling that choice? I believe that such
child abuse is beyond words, Mr. Chair-
man.

As my colleagues know, abortion
methods often involve the literal dis-
memberment of children with razor-
blade-tipped curettes. They are really
just knives hooked up to a hose, a suc-
tion device that is some 20 to 30 times
more powerful than the vacuum clean-
er my colleagues have in their homes
today. Well, the baby’s body is literally
hacked apart. The arms and the legs
are cut off. Next time my colleagues go
home and look at their child, they
should remember this. And they can
make faces and roll their eyes, but that
is what abortion actually entails; it
hacks off the arms, it decapitates the
head.

I do not know if my colleagues have
ever seen The Silent Scream put out by
Dr. Nathanson, a former abortionist
and founder of NARAL. He shows with
ultrasound a baby being hacked to
death, the commonplace abortion
method that is utilized in this country.
If the Sanchez-Meek amendment be-
comes law, it would facilitate that
kind of cruelty towards children in our
overseas military hospitals.

There are chemical abortions where
highly concentrated salt solutions and
other kinds of poisons are literally in-
jected into the amniotic sac or into the
baby so as to procure that baby’s
death. That is child abuse.

A humane and a compassionate soci-
ety will embrace those children with
prenatal care and love even when they
are, quote, unwanted and would say
that that kind of violence cannot be
sanctioned.

I chair the Subcommittee on Inter-
national Operations and Human
Rights. I have had about a hundred
hearings in that Subcommittee and in
the Helsinki Commission which I also

chair, many of which have focused on
torture. I have to tell my colleagues
there is an unsettling similarity be-
tween the mangled badly bruised bod-
ies of people who have endured torture
and the victims of saline or salting-out
abortions where they are covered with
bruises. Very often the only part not
bruised is the palms of their hands be-
cause it takes 2 hours for the baby to
die, and the babies clench their fists
because they feel the pain.

Abortion is child abuse. The Sanchez-
Meek amendment would allow and fa-
cilitate abortion on demand in our
military hospitals, the ultimate viola-
tion of human rights. We need to stand
for the innocent unborn children and
for their mothers. The emphasis should
be on prenatal care, not on a course of
action that maims, chemically poisons,
and otherwise destroys human beings.

Please vote no on the Sanchez-Meek
amendment.

Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Chairman, I yield
2 minutes to the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. WATERS).

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Chairman, I rise
today in strong support of the Sanchez
amendment, a bill that would restore
women the right to equal access in
health services at military hospitals.
This amendment is first and foremost
about protecting women’s health. It
would give military women the access
to the health care they need and de-
serve. Soldiers in our Armed Forces al-
ready give up many freedoms and risk
their lives in defending our country.
They should not be asked to sacrifice
their health, their safety and their
basic constitutional rights for a policy
with no valid military purpose.

Let me clarify that the amendment
does not allow taxpayer-funded abor-
tions at military hospitals, nor does it
compel any doctor who opposes abor-
tion to perform an abortion. The
amendment merely reinstates the pol-
icy that was in effect from 1973 to 1988
and again from 1993 to 1996. This policy
gives women in the military who are
stationed overseas the same rights as
military women in their own country,
the right to pay for a safe and legal
abortion with their own private money.

Enough is enough. Every woman
should be guaranteed the same rights
as any other woman, particularly if
those same women are fighting to pro-
tect the freedoms of this country. How
can we in good conscience deny our
service women any right at all?

We will hear a lot of inflammatory
language and a lot of discussions de-
signed to frighten and intimidate. That
is not what it is all about, Mr. Chair-
man. It is about women who want to
take their own money and pay for a
service that should be available. It is
not, but they are paying their own
money to have this service, one of the
health care benefits that they should
be afforded that they are not being af-
forded.

How can we say to a military woman
who is out there risking her life for us
in our Armed Services that we are

going to deny access to service? We do
not do that to men in any shape, form
or fashion; do not do it to women.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, I am just not sure I
remember the last time a man received
an abortion. I do not think it has ever
happened. I do not think it is humanly
possible. I am not sure how gender even
became injected in this debate.

Mr. Chairman, I yield 3 minutes to
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
HYDE).

(Mr. HYDE asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Chairman, a lot of
talk about rights, about women’s
rights, and properly so. Not a word, not
a syllable, not a phrase is spoken about
the rights of the unborn child. Because
the unborn child in the process we call
abortion or euphemistically we call
choice, which is an interesting subject,
but nonetheless the rights of the un-
born are never considered whatsoever.

Now I have heard people on the other
side say that there is a constitutional
right to choose. It is really not in the
Constitution, but the court found it
there in 1973, 7 to 2, the right to an
abortion. But there is no right to have
the taxpayers pay for that abortion.

Now our colleagues will say but
under the Meek amendment, which we
are debating here, under this amend-
ment the pregnant woman will pay her
own expenses. But they are using a
medical facility of the United States
military, and thus they are turning
that into not a place for healing, but
an abortion mill, an abortion clinic.

Now there are people whose tax dol-
lars go to pay for that hospital who are
morally opposed to abortion, who do
not think it is a good thing, who think
it is a tragedy to take an innocent lit-
tle human life, and before it gets a
chance to laugh or cry, exterminate it.
They do not terminate a pregnancy,
they exterminate. All pregnancies ter-
minate after 9 months.

Now this has been the policy of our
country and our government for some
time, and it ought to stay there. Do
not turn military hospitals into abor-
tion clinics. Do not use the facilities
that are paid for by taxpayers to kill
an unborn child.

Our colleagues say they want to
make abortion safe, legal and rare. We
can make it legal, we cannot make it
moral, and we cannot make it safe for
the unborn, and by facilitating abor-
tions we are not making it rare.

So think of the child, put the child in
the picture, think of the unborn life
that is entitled to life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness, and do not turn
our military hospitals into abortion
clinics.
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Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Chairman, I yield

myself 15 seconds.
Mr. Chairman, I would just like to re-

mind my colleagues that there are al-
ready abortions performed at military


